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(Nelson amendment appears on page 1363 of the Journal.)

PRESIDENT: Senator Nelson, please.

SENATOR NELSON: Yes. Thi s was a bill or an amendment to fund
the adult literacy program. It's ..M2468, and I did make a
request of this to the Appropriations Committee. A nd, as you
may guess, it was turned down by the Appropriations Committee.
This i s some thing th at I don't think we actually get a better
dollar amount returned on our dollar than this p r o gram. What
this program does is it addresses four different areas of basic
e ducation, adult literacy education. And it is a p r ogram tha t
is needed. It 's the volunteers that coordinate the volunteers
and help these people. This basic adult....

PRESIDENT: ( Gavel . ) Cou l d we h a ve i t a l i t t l e qu i et er , p l ea s e ,
So.

SENATOR NELSON: T h ank you, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Th e b a sic
education for these eighth grade students is part of it, English
as a second l anguage for residents wishing to learn to speak,
read and write English, the G.E.D. program, and, as you know,. a
young fellow or a young lady cannot even enter the Army wi thout
a G.E.D. degree, and adult living skills. In Nebraska we have,
I believe, nine different G.E.D. p r ograms...or n in e d i ff erent
adult literacy p r ograms. I am mo st familiar with the one at
Grand Island, Nebraska. In Grand Isla nd, w e h av e 50 act i ve
volunteers on a weekly basis, and these volunteers are all ages,
from about 18 to 8 0 years of age. These girls are allowed to
work about one day a week, it could be in Grand Island, it could
be in Norfolk, Nebraska, North Platte, Nebraska, or in about any
I oca t i o n . I n Gr and I s l and , t h e gi r l i s a l l owed 10 hou r s a we ek
to coordinate the volunteers. If you don't keep the volunteers
coordinated, or if you don' t give them som e ass istance, e v en
though you get a program started, that program will probably
l apse. There are programs being provided all over the stat e ,
Alliance, Nebraska; Beatrice, Nebraska; Bellevue, Blair, Crete,
Fall City, Fremont, Grand Is land, co v ers 25 c ounties th r ough
Central Community C o llege, actually 27 all-volunteer programs.
What I am asking for is these programs cannot continue. O n the
national level adult lit eracy has become, people have become
more aware. In 1986, the num ber served, volunteer ho u rs
increased from 32 ,717 hours to 50,978 hours. B asically, it is
no additional money over to the State Department o f Edu ca tion,
it is si mply jus t ask ing f or mor e hel p to c oordinate the
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